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Welcome to ArtsEmerson and Emerson College!

Emerson has long been a leader in communication and the arts. We  
are committed to excellence, diversity and inclusion, and global and  
civic engagement—institutional priorities that reflect our College’s  
rich history. 

Rooted in creativity, expression and innovation, an Emerson education 
prepares young people to become a creative force in the world. Indeed, 
expression through the arts has long held a prominent place at the 
College. We believe in the infinite value of the arts. The arts connect diverse people, ideas and 
disciplines, enlightening us in our shared human experiences. 

By bringing high-caliber, thought-provoking, contemporary world theatre to Boston, 
ArtsEmerson is providing a platform for us to reexamine ourselves and our beliefs, and to open 
our minds to the diverse cultures around us. I can’t think of a more productive way to approach 
the pressing challenges of the 21st century than that.

Thank you for supporting this critical work. 

M. Lee Pelton
President, Emerson College

ABOUT EMERSON COLLEGE 
Located in Boston, Massachusetts, opposite the historic Boston Common and in the heart of 
the city’s Theatre District, Emerson College educates individuals who will solve problems and 
change the world through engaged leadership in the liberal arts, communications and the arts. 
The College has approximately 3,500 undergraduates and 670 graduate students from across 
the United States and 50 countries. Supported by state-of-the-art facilities and a renowned 
faculty, students participate in more than 90 student organizations and performance groups. 
Emerson is known for its study and internship programs at Emerson Los Angeles, located in 
Hollywood, and at its beautifully restored 14th-century castle in the Netherlands. Additionally, 
there are opportunities to study in Washington, D.C.; London; China; the Czech Republic; Spain; 
Austria; Greece; France; Ireland; Mexico; Cuba; England; and South Africa. The College has an 
active network of 37,000 alumni who hold leadership positions in communication and the arts. 
For more information, visit emerson.edu.

WELCOME
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In 2010, the census confirmed what many Boston residents already 
understood: that there was no longer a cultural majority in our city.  
We are a city of many minorities. ArtsEmerson was launched in the 
same moment, and from the beginning, we have been committed to 
building our organization in a way that both acknowledged and  
welcomed that reality. 

We framed it, then, as a commitment to “putting the world on stage.”  
We knew that this commitment would also ask us to go about things  
differently as we built the ArtsEmerson audience, so we dedicated the 
organization to helping connect across our differences, imagining a thriving world that is 
fueled by empathy and ignited by art.

Bangsokol is a direct expression of these commitments. 

You are here to see the culminating performance of what has been a month-long series of 
events programmed in partnership with important community organizations serving our 
Cambodian neighbors. The series has included film, dance, music, performance and work-
shops both in the city and in Lowell—all exploring aspects of Cambodian culture. The series 
was designed with, curated by and featured all of these partners.

Together, we were setting the table for Bangsokol with these events. What you will see 
tonight is built on a Buddhist ritual for the dead. In effect, we are all participants in this ritual, 
honoring the victims of the Cambodian genocide. It’s estimated that, 40 years ago, 25% of 
Cambodia’s population perished at the hands of the Khmer Rouge. Tens of thousands more 
fled Cambodia and settled among us. The Boston area is home to the second-largest popula-
tion of Cambodian refugees in the nation. The enormity of the loss, and the unthinkably brutal 
manner of it, live with us today. 

Bangsokol is an effort to honor those lost and create a space for those still with us to speak to 
the unspeakable. We hope you will engage the conversation with your family, your neighbors 
and with the people you’ve yet to meet who are here tonight who will be sharing this experi-
ence alongside you. We are honored to serve as the host of this one-of-a-kind event. 

David Dower
Artistic Director

LEADERSHIP NOTE
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PRESENTS

 

CREATIVE CREDITS
	 FILM AND DESIGN    	 RITHY PANH  
	 MUSIC    	 HIM SOPHY  
	 LIBRETTO    	 TRENT WALKER  
	 STAGE DIRECTION    	 GIDEON OBARZANEK  
	 MUSIC DIRECTION AND CONDUCTING    	 ANDREW CYR  
	 COSTUME DESIGNER    	 ROMYDA KETH  

Musically developed in collaboration with Metropolis Ensemble. Original Idea by Charley Todd.

PERFORMERS
	 SOLOISTS    	 HIM SAVY and CHHORN SAM ATH  
	 CAMBODIAN ENSEMBLE    	� KEO DORIVAN, KEO SONANKAVEI, KEO SOPHY,  

	 POV REAKSMEYMONY, SAY TOLA,  
	 SNGOUN KAVEI SEREY ROTH  

	 CHOIR    	� TAIPEI PHILHARMONIC CHAMBER CHOIR
	 LEAD BY	 YU-CHUNG JOHN KU
	 US ENSEMBLE	 METROPOLIS ENSEMBLE
	 PERFORMER	 CHUMVAN “BELLE” SODHACHIVY

PRODUCTION CREDITS
	 TECHNICAL DIRECTOR AND STAGE MANAGER    	 BRENDON BOYD  
	 LIGHTING DESIGNER AND OPERATOR    	 BENJAMIN “BOSCO” SHAW  
	 SOUND ENGINEER    	 LEO LEITE  
	 COMPANY MANAGER    	 HENG SAMNANG  

	 PRODUCER	� THE OFFICE PERFORMING ARTS + FILM:  
	 RACHEL CHANOFF, LAURIE CEARLEY, LYNN KOEK, 
	 NADINE GOELLNER,NOAH BASHEVKIN,  
	 DIANE EBER, CATHERINE DeGENNARO 

CAMBODIAN LIVING ARTS STAFF CREDITS
	 EXECUTIVE PRODUCER    	 PHLOEUN PRIM   
	 PROJECT ADVISOR     	ELENA PARK 

	 PROJECT MANAGER     	KAI T. BRENNERT
	 PROJECT ASSISTANT     	HENG SAMNANG

	 COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER     	HERMIONE BROOKS 
	 COMMUNICATIONS TEAM     	CHOEUN SOCHEATA, KEAT SOKIM 
	 GRAPHIC DESIGNER     	HIEK VILA 

	 DEVELOPMENT MANAGER     	McKAY SAVAGE 
	 DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT     	MONICA JOUVERT 
	 DEVELOPMENT TEAM     	�PHARY PHACDEY, GLENN ROSENBERG,  

     ELIZA STAMPS 

	 MEDIA TEAM     	�MARGARET MURPHY, VANNA SEANG,  
	 AVIVA ZIEGLER 

	 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & CONTEXTUAL EVENTS TEAM     	�CHHAYA CHHOUM, EMILY HOWE, KENNY SENG, 
JESSICA WASILEWSKI 

The team behind Bangsokol would like to give special thanks to our presenting partners; to Cambodian Living Arts' staff 
and Board of Directors; and to the many volunteers, supporters and friends who have made this production possible. We are 
immensely grateful to each individual donor who has contributed to making Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia a reality. 

ArtsEmerson’s international programming is supported by The World On Stage Fund with special thanks for the generosity of 
Ted & Mary Wendell and Marillyn Zacharis.

Our 2017–2018 Season is dedicated to the life and legacy of Ted Cutler.

NOW ON SALE!TICKETSSTART AT$20!
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Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia is a multi-disciplinary stage production combining music, 
film, movement and voice. It is the first major symphonic work addressing the years of the 
Khmer Rouge, and the first collaboration between contemporaries Rithy Panh and Him Sophy, 
both survivors of the genocide and now at the forefront of Cambodia’s cultural renaissance.

Composer Him Sophy’s score combines traditional Khmer instrumentalists and smot chanting 
with a Western chamber orchestra and chorus. Rithy Panh’s poetic visuals blend archive footage 
and abstract and surreal imagery to capture the very essence of Cambodia’s culture and history.

In Cambodian culture, a “bangsokol” ceremony is performed as a key part of Buddhist funeral 
rites. This word references both the white cloth placed over the deceased during a Buddhist 
funeral and the ritual surrounding the removal of the cloth. It is this act that signifies transmi-
gration into the next life: the ritual through which the spirits of the dead find rest.

Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia hopes to serve as an inspiration for post-conflict societ-
ies around the world—to rebuild, transmit and innovate through arts. It offers a space for heal-
ing for those who have suffered violent conflict and forced migration, and honors those who 
have passed away. With a cast of performers from the emerging to the iconic, Bangsokol: A 
Requiem for Cambodia is an essential act of memory, reconciliation and peace.

Cambodian Living Arts is proud to commission this unique piece, based on an original idea by 
co-founder Charley Todd. Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia encapsulates its 20 years of 
work in the field of arts for transformation and healing, from the revival and transmission of 
cultural heritage, to nurturing cultural leadership and stimulating creativity. 

Website: bangsokol.cambodianlivingarts.org

BANGSOKOL IS A VITAL ACT OF MEMORY

Photo: Tey Tat Keng
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Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia is a multi-disciplinary stage 
production combining music, film, movement and voice. It is the 
first major symphonic work addressing the years of the Khmer 
Rouge, and the first collaboration between contemporaries Rithy 
PANH and HIM Sophy, both survivors of the genocide and now at 
the forefront of Cambodia's cultural renaissance. 

Composer HIM Sophy's score combines traditional Khmer 
instrumentalists and smot chanting with a Western chamber 
orchestra and chorus. Rithy PANH's poetic visuals blend archive 
footage and abstract and surreal imagery to capture the very essence 
of Cambodia's culture and history. 

In Cambodian culture, a bangsokol ceremony is performed as a 
key part of Buddhist funeral rites. This word references both the 
white cloth placed over the deceased during a Buddhist funeral and 
the ritual surrounding the removal of the cloth. It is this act that 
signifies transmigration into the next life: the ritual through which 
the spirits of the dead find rest. 

Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia hopes to serve as an 
inspiration for post-conflict societies around the world - to rebuild, 
transmit and innovate through arts. It offers a space for healing for 
those who have suffered violent conflict and forced migration, and 
honors those who have passed away. W ith a cast of performers from 
the emerging to the iconic, Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia is 
an essential act of memory, reconciliation and peace. 

Cambodian Living Arts is proud to commission this unique 
piece, based on an original idea by co-founder Charley TODD. 
Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia encapsulates its 20 years of 
work in the field of arts for transformation and healing, from the 
revival and transmission of cultural heritage, to nurturing cultural 
leadership and stimulating creativity. 
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Cambodian rituals are always composites; they are woven together from many threads: texts, 
sounds, objects and people. Indeed, for any Cambodian ceremony, one cannot find a single 
person who can explain every step involved. The monks have their role, the lay ritual special-
ists theirs, the laywomen theirs and so forth. The ritual is not complete if it is missing any of 
these roles, yet no one narrative or narrator captures the whole process. Moreover, Cambodian 
rituals, just like Cambodian visual and performing arts, are transmitted primarily through 
example and repetition, rather than through written records and explanations. This intimate 
transferral of culture relies on the trust between teachers and students, between the old and 
the young. This process of transmission continues to animate Cambodian culture today, both 
at home and in diaspora.

KPAL SPEAN

Kpal Spean is an 11th-century archaeological site in the Kulen hills in northern Cambodia. A 
shallow stream in the jungle reveals an array of stone carvings in and around the riverbed, 
including various Hindu deities and hundreds of śivaliṅga, or aniconic representations of Śiva. 
In some cases these śivaliṅga are framed by a base, typically known as a yoni. Śaivism, the 
strand of Hinduism that holds Śiva as the supreme deity, was the dominant religious tradition 
of the court during the Angkorian period (9th–15th centuries CE). Śivaliṅga are thus found 
in many ancient Cambodian temples and were worshipped through chant, flowers and liquid 
offerings, which would flow out the yoni for collection as blessings. At Kbal Spean, the water 
of the stream itself flows over the śivaliṅga, sanctifying one source of nourishment for the 
metropolis that once thrived in the flatlands below. 

CLOTH BANNERS

One of the many art forms Cambodians cultivate in honor of ancestors are elaborate hanging 
banners, typically fashioned out of cloth and bamboo rods along with decorative sequins and 
tassels. These banners may be plain white (for funerals) or consisting of many colors (for other 
temple festivities, including annual rites for the dead). They generally consist of a distinct head, 
an articulated or limbed midsection, and a split tail, and may be hung from a pole outside of a 
house or monastic building, or within the sanctuary of a temple. Stories describing their origins 
abound; in most cases these narratives draw attention to their striking crocodile-like form. The 
raising of such banners is a ritual event in and of itself, one either signaling the ascension of 
the departed to a more fortunate realm or simply in celebration of an act of religious merit.

SMOT

Cambodians recite Buddhist texts in a variety of ways. Most often, they chant with a steady, 
rhythmic monotone, which allows large groups of monks or laypeople to recite texts with 
unity, clarity and solemnity. For certain occasions, including end-of- life rituals and funerals, 
Cambodians also perform an exceptionally melodic, expressive and melismatic form of chant 
known as smot. This vocal style, typically delivered solo, conveys the emotional gravity of the 
texts most commonly performed in such rituals, namely reflections on the universality of pain, 
old age and death as well as paeans in honor of our parents, the Buddha and his teachings.

RITUAL AND TRANSMISSION
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In parts of southeastern and northwestern Cambodia, along with Khmer-speaking provinces 
of northwestern Thailand, funerals may be accompanied not only by smot chanting but also 
by a three- or four-member ensemble known as kong skor (“drums and gongs”) or by various 
onomatopoeic names, including kantoam ming and tum mong. In some cases, this ensemble 
is known as trai leak (“The Three Characteristics”), referring to the Buddhist teaching that all 
things are inherently painful, transient and without essence. The three instrumentalists sit 
with their backs to one another, symbolizing the dissolution of warmth, vitality and conscious-
ness at death. When a singer joins the ensemble as the fourth member, he or she often uses 
lyrics drawn from lullabies and traditional wedding songs, whose meaning is reinterpreted in 
the wake of a loved one’s departure.

DIASPORA

Khmer-speakers today live not only in Cambodia but also in Thailand, Vietnam, the United 
States, France, Australia, Canada and other countries. A few hundred thousand Cambodians 
fled their homeland during and after the Khmer Rouge regime, with many eventually being 
resettled in the West after years in refugee camps, largely in Thailand. Cambodians in dias-
pora, including the children and grandchildren of those who fled in the 1970s and 1980s, 
engage in a wide variety of ways with their Khmer heritage. In recent decades, the arts have 
emerged as a powerful legacy for Cambodians abroad who seek to creatively engage with 
Cambodia, its history and its gifts to humanity.

KONG SKOR
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RITHY PANH 
Bangsokol is a beautiful work, complex and challenging. Him Sophy and I lived through the 
Khmer Rouge regime, and with this requiem we wanted to present to audiences, both in and out-
side Cambodia, the country’s harrowing modern history through traditional music reinvented.

Bangsokol is an attempt to honor the Khmer Rouge’s victims by resuscitating the cultural 
heritage that the regime nearly wiped out, and passing it on to the next generation. Bangsokol 
may be a requiem, but it is less about death than about bringing the past back to life and 
restoring dignity to the disappeared. To create is to live. Bangsokol—which was conceived, 
written and performed by Cambodians—is yet more proof that our people’s capacity for imagi-
nation and creation could never be destroyed.

A German philosopher is sometimes quoted as saying that it is barbaric, or impossible, to 
write poetry after Auschwitz. It is not. Writing poetry in the face of horror is a right—and to 
some of us it feels like a duty, toward both the dead and the living. Art helps transcend atroc-
ity by giving expression and meaning to suffering that is too great to explain. Art is more than 
an act of remembrance; it is an act of resistance, and of healing.

Taking the full measure of the Khmer Rouge’s crimes means looking beyond its total casualty toll: 
at least 1.7 million dead. It means remembering that this vast, anonymous number represents 
one person’s unique story and another’s and another’s and another’s.…I hope that Bangsokol 
will allow each member of the audience to remember the dead as individuals, and intimately.
Some stars in the night sky are long dead by the time we see their lights. Much like them, the 
bright souls of the Khmer Rouge’s victims are visible through the darkness of history.

HIM SOPHY
In 1970, the Civil War started in my country and my family fled, from one village to another. 
During day time, we were afraid of bombs, at night we were worried about the Khmer Rouge 
soldiers asking us for information. We were living in misery and fear.

The Khmer Rouge evacuated people from the city and created a tragedy for the whole country. 
Not enough food to eat, working like animals in the fields and killing people savagely. In 1976, 
I was working in a mobile youth camp where I got only 18 kernels of corn to eat. Everyone got 
the same. I couldn’t walk far, I looked like an old man, but I was just a young boy.

I saw through my eyes people being beaten to death with sticks. I saw people pulling carts like 
a cow, emaciated from working long, tough hours with no food. My eldest brother was killed by 
Khmer Rouge soldiers—and later my fifth eldest brother was also murdered. There were count-
less memories from the dark time that was the Khmer Rouge Regime. 

Returning back to today, we still see confrontation between world leaders, we see people 
threatening nuclear war—seemingly without thought for the consequences for people all over 
the world. My generation in Cambodia experienced war—I lost my family, I saw people killed. I 
don’t want this again, for anyone.

As a composer, as well as a human being, I want to share these feelings through Bangsokol: 
A Requiem for Cambodia. It is dedicated to all those who died during the war in Cambodia, 

ARTIST STATEMENTS
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and in wars and conflicts around the world. May their souls and spirits rest in peace. I wrote 
Bangsokol to help bring peace to the world, today and in the future.

TRENT WALKER
Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia offers several Buddhist ways of responding to the hor-
rors of the Khmer Rouge. The most common response to death in Buddhism is to contemplate 
it directly. The libretto invokes impermanence, suffering and the loss of all we think of as “I” 
or “mine” as inexorable forces in human life. Buddhist rites for the dead emphasize the impor-
tance of recognizing our own mortality and reorienting our life in this light. Many Cambodians 
believe that such reflection on death brings wisdom to the living and benefits that can be dedi-
cated to the deceased for their easeful passage to the next world. 

Cambodian bangsokol rituals are traditionally performed for the sick as well as the dead. Such 
“skin-shedding” (bok sbaek) rites assume that the gift of the white shroud—the gift of one’s 
own body—embodies the regenerative power of life and the body’s capacity to heal. By taking 
on the part of a corpse, shedding their skin and facing death with open eyes, the living may 
find peace. The libretto brings us face-to-face with violence and loss, providing an opportunity 
to remember, contemplate and begin anew. 

The libretto ends, as do most Buddhist rituals, with prayers of goodwill for all beings. This 
boundless compassion for all, including those who have harmed us, is an essential Buddhist 
response to violence. Such an extension of kindness is not the same as forgiveness and is not 
a replacement for justice. It is a recognition that hatred ceases only through love. 

Bangsokol: A Requiem for Cambodia honors the countless private rituals and acts of memo-
rializing performed by Cambodians since 1979. Many of these rituals were bangsokol rituals 
performed on behalf of those who suffered and died under the Khmer Rouge. The requiem is 
therefore by no means entirely new or unique. It gives voice and respect to what Cambodians 
have already done over the past four decades to reflect on suffering, death, healing, goodwill 
and the memory of those who perished.

QUOTES:
“Bangsokol is really emotional for me…I just cannot imagine what my dad looked like, how and 
where he died…it reminds me of the suffering and trauma of my people and the separation of 
families during the Khmer Rouge. When I perform it on stage, I put myself in a position where 
it is so painful that I almost can’t move on with the chanting and singing.” —Him Sophy

“Bangsokol is a vital act of memory. It is an attempt to give dignity to the dead; to reconcile with 
our own past; to give a face and a name to the victims, to give their souls peace.” —Rithy Panh

“When I composed the requiem I relived the feelings I had during the Khmer Rouge times. It 
was hell on earth. It is important for the requiem to be shown around the world so that every-
one can see that tragedy is a shared experience. There is hope in creation. I always tell people, 
‘Remember, never forget. Protect the future from repeating the past.'” —Him Sophy

ARTIST STATEMENTS (CONT.)
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

GIDEON OBARZANEK (Director of Staging/
Australia) is a director, playwright and choreographer. 
He is also an Artistic Associate with the Melbourne 
Festival, Chair of the Melbourne Fringe and board 
member of Critical Path—choreographic research 
centre based in Sydney. In 1995, he founded the 
Australian dance company Chunky Move and was 
CEO and Artistic Director until 2012. Under his leader-
ship the company established itself as one of the 
country’s most innovative, awarded and internation-
ally recognized performing arts companies. Awards 
include Best Short Documentary for Dance Like Your 
Old Man (Melbourne IFF, Cinedans Festival), a New 
York Bessie Award for Outstanding Choreography 
and Creation, and Australian Helpmann Awards for 
Glow and Mortal Engine.

ANDREW CYR (Music Director/USA). The Grammy-
nominated conductor and “prominent influence in the 
world of newly emerging music” (Washington Post) is 
a leader in the rapidly growing contemporary music 
scene. His passion for creating new platforms for 
outstanding emerging composers and performing art-
ists led him to found Metropolis Ensemble in 2006. His 
work as conductor has been described by Esa-Pekka 
Salonen as “precise, rhythmically incisive and fluid. He 
made complex new pieces sound natural and organic.” 
Championing new work from the next generation of 
composers, recent engagements include The Melbourne 
Festival, The Colorado Symphony, Radio City Music Hall 
and a new opera by David Bruce at New Victory Theatre.

YU-CHUNG JOHN KU (Conductor TPCC) is the Music 
Director of Taipei Philharmonic Chorus, and an assis-
tant professor in the Chinese Culture University. He rep-
resents Taiwan in the International Federation of Choral 
Music, and is one of the members of the IFCM Asia-
Pacific working committee. He has conducted concerts 
around the world, including in the USA (Carnegie Hall, 
Chicago Symphony Hall, etc.), China (National Performing 
Arts Center of Beijing, etc.), Canada, Austria, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Italy, Russia, Hong Kong, Macao, Philippines, 
Singapore and so on. He is an adjudicator in the World 
Choir Games (the former “Choral Olympics”), Oriental 
Concentus International Competition, Bali International 
Choral Competition, North Sumatra International 
Choir Competition, Singapore International Choral 
Competition and several other competitions. He has 
led master classes and workshops in many countries. 
Yu-Chung John Ku is a doctoral candidate at the College-
Conservatory of Music at the University of Cincinnati, 
and holds a master degree from Temple University.

HIM SAVY & CHHORN SAM ATH (Soloists/
Cambodia). Him Savy is a singer, flutist and teacher 
at the Secondary School of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh. 
Chhorn Sam Ath is a well-known singer and actor, 
who also teaches at the Royal University of Fine Arts 

RITHY PANH (Director, Designer, Filmmaker/
Cambodia) was born in Phnom Penh, but expelled from 
the capital by the Khmer Rouge as a 11-year-old child 
in 1975. He escaped to Thailand in 1979, and lived for 
a time in a refugee camp in Mairut. He later made his 
way to Paris, France, and graduated from the Institut 
des hautes études cinématographiques. He returned 
to Cambodia in 1990, and now splits his time between 
Paris and Phnom Penh. An internationally acclaimed 
documentary director and screenwriter, he was named 
Asian Filmmaker of the Year by the Busan International 
Film Festival in 2013. He is the first Cambodian film-
maker ever to be nominated for an Oscar, for The 
Missing Picture in 2013. In the same year he received a 
prize in the “Un Certain Regard” category at the Cannes 
Festival. His documentary S-21: The Khmer Rouge Killing 
Machine was awarded the prestigious Albert Londres 
Prize in 2004. Most recently, he worked as producer for 
Angelina Jolie’s film First They Killed My Father, based 
on Loung Ung’s memoir, released in September 2017. 
Panh is also the founder of the Bophana Audiovisual 
Resource Center in Phnom Penh, which makes film, 
photography and sound archives on Cambodia 
publicly available, and trains a new generation of 
Cambodian filmmakers and multimedia technicians.

HIM SOPHY (Composer/Cambodia) was born into a 
musical family in Prey Veng Province, Cambodia in 1963. 
He started learning the piano in 1972 in Phnom Penh, 
but was forced out of the city in 1975 for the duration 
of the Khmer Rouge regime. After the fall of the Khmer 
Rouge, he returned to his musical studies at Cambodia’s 
Secondary School of Fine Arts. In 1985, he won a schol-
arship to the Moscow Conservatory of Music, where he 
studied and gained his PhD. He returned to Cambodia 
in 1998, and opened the Him Sophy School of Music 
in 2013. His previous works, including the acclaimed 
rock opera Where Elephants Weep, have demonstrated 
an unparalleled facility for bringing Western and Khmer 
musical worlds into intimate conversation. This time, 
Sophy combines a Western chamber orchestra and cho-
rus with Khmer instrumentalists and vocalists. These 
traditional musical forms are crucial for honoring the 
dead; unfortunately, live performances are seldom heard 
in the capital and rapidly disappearing in the countryside.

TRENT WALKER (Librettist/USA) is a young scholar 
of Southeast Asian Buddhist music. Trained in jazz 
and Western classical music, he spent several years in 
Cambodia studying with vocal masters Prum Ut, Koet 
Ran and Yan Borin while working with Cambodian 
Living Arts. A former Buddhist novice monk, he regu-
larly performs and gives lectures on the Cambodian 
Dharma song (smot) tradition of Buddhist chant. At 
present he is a Ph.D. student in Buddhist Studies 
at the University of California, Berkeley, where his 
research focuses on Southeast Asian Buddhist litur-
gies in Khmer, Lao, Pali and Thai.
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in Phnom Penh. In 2007, Sam Ath was invited to per-
form at the Smithsonian Folklife Festival. Both sing-
ers hail from famous artist families and performed 
extensively in Cambodia, New Zealand and the US.

KEO DORIVAN, KEO SONANKAVEI, KEO SOPHY, 
POV REAKSMEYMONY, SAY TOLA, SNGOUN 
KAVEI SEREY ROTH (Cambodian Ensemble/
Cambodia). The ensemble features some of the lead-
ing instrumentalists and vocalists in Cambodia, who 
have travelled and performed extensively around the 
world, as well as some emerging musicians. Previous 
performances took members of the ensemble to 
China, Korea, Singapore and the United States. At pres-
ent, some ensemble members work as independent 
artists while others teach at the Faculty of Music at 
the Royal University of Fine Arts in Phnom Penh.

CHUMVAN “BELLE" SODHACHIVY (Performer 
& Assistant to the Director Staging/Cambodia) is a 
dancer/choreographer of Amrita Performing Arts, a 
contemporary dance and producing organization from 
Cambodia. Trained in Cambodian classical dance, 
Belle graduated in 2007 from the Royal University of 
Fine Arts (RUFA) in Phnom Penh. With Amrita, Belle 
has participated in numerous contemporary dance 
workshops and residencies around the world and has 
been a featured dancer in many works by international 
directors and choreographers including Peter Sellars. 
Currently, Belle is also a dance lecturer at RUFA’s 
Faculty of Choreographic Arts.

TAIPEI PHILHARMONIC CHAMBER CHOIR was 
founded in 1972 and has cultivated a reputation as 
one of the most prestigious choirs in Taiwan. From 
the 140 members of the larger Chorus, a 30-voice pro-
fessional group, Taipei Philharmonic Chamber Choir 
(TPCC), was established to perform more selective 
musical works. They have been to all continents of the 
world, performed in more than 40 cities. They are now 
one of the most known choral ensembles of the world, 
and often represent Taiwan, or even Asia, in several 
international events, such as International Chamber 
Choir Festival in Latvia, the World Symposium on 
Choral Music, Festival Vancouver, Asia-South- Pacific 
Symposium on Choral Music, Oregon Bach Festival, 
ACDA National Conventions, Polyfollia Festival, among 
others. In 2016, TPCC was invited to perform in the 
“Holy Mass and Canonization of Blessed Mother 
Theresa of Calcutta” at the Vatican. TPCC’s recent proj-
ects include concert tours in Philippines, Russia and 
performances of Bangsokol in Australia and the USA.

METROPOLIS ENSEMBLE  is a dynamically 
evolving 21st-century orchestra. Dedicated to creat-
ing a future for classical music that is of and for 
the time we live in, the Ensemble’s driving force is 
its founder, Grammy-nominated conductor Andrew 

Cyr. Metropolis Ensemble, through its unique col-
laborative process, exists to support ascending 
contemporary classical performers and compos-
ers and has been presented by Lincoln Center, The 
Met Museum, Creative Time, Carnegie Hall’s Weill 
Institute, Wordless Music, Celebrate Brooklyn, BAM, 
and (Le) Poisson Rouge. Metropolis has won interna-
tional recognition for its studio recordings, winning 
Canada’s prestigious Juno Award for Best Classical 
Composition in 2013 and in 2010, received its first 
Classical Grammy Award nomination. Metropolis 
is excited to embark upon its 11th season, includ-
ing a new recording with New Amsterdam Records, 
concerts at Symphony Space, BAM and The Met 
Museum. Learn more at metropolisensemble.org.

CAMBODIAN LIVING ARTS (Commissioner). For 
almost 20 years, Cambodian Living Arts (CLA) has 
worked tirelessly to regrow Cambodia’s arts sector 
and provide opportunities for artists to write the 
story of the country’s future. Founded in 1998 by 
genocide survivor, musician and peace advocate Arn 
Chorn-Pond, they initially focused on the preserva-
tion of endangered art forms and rituals. As 90% of 
Cambodia’s artists did not survive the Khmer Rouge 
regime, the arts that had been transmitted between 
generations were in danger of being lost forever. Over 
the following two decades, the work of CLA evolved 
with the development of Cambodia and its rapidly 
re-emerging arts sector. They began to offer scholar-
ships and fellowships, to create jobs for artists and 
to support research, international exchanges and 
networking. CLA’s mission today is to be a catalyst 
in a vibrant arts sector, inspiring new generations. 
They are working to integrate arts and culture into 
the Cambodian education system, and to build links 
with arts communities around the region. Aiming to 
foster creativity and innovation in the sector, CLA sees 
arts and cultural expression as essential to a thriving 
future for Cambodia. 

THE OFFICE PERFORMING ARTS + FILM 
(Producer). is an independent curator and production 
company based in New York and London. It works 
in ongoing partnerships with festivals, venues and 
institutions to create cultural programming that 
is unique and mission-specific, with a particular 
emphasis on serving communities. Across all of its 
projects, it aspire to create new cultural platforms 
that resonate with audiences of all shapes and sizes. 
The Office is the Curator of Performing Arts and Film 
at the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art; 
programs the BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival, New 
York’s longest-running free outdoor performing arts 
festival; and created and programs the CenterSeries 
at the Williams College ’62 Center for Theatre and 
Dance. The past year has brought many wonderful 
and diverse highlights. In its continuing work with 
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South African artist William Kentridge, it had the 
pleasure of producing his expansive project Triumphs 
and Laments: A Project for Rome, which revitalized 
the banks of the Tiber River with a semi-permanent 
500-meter frieze. It is also in the midst of producing 
Carrie Mae Weems’ powerful new piece Grace Notes, 
which examines themes of race and identity in our 
current political moment. Its projects are united by 
its commitment to the close link between art-making, 
community building and social justice. 

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES 
16 May 2018 Paris, France: Cité de la musique, 
Philharmonie de Paris, Concert Hall 

2019 (details tbc) Phnom Penh, Cambodia—40 
years since the fall of the Khmer Rouge

CO-COMMISSIONERS
BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music)
Asia TOPA / Arts Centre Melbourne

Taipei Philharmonic Foundation for Culture and Education 

PARTNERS
Mekong NYC, New York
Watt Samakki, New York

Metropolis Ensemble, New York
Columbia University School of the Arts, New York

National Sawdust, New York
Bophana Audiovisual Resource Centre, Phnom Penh

Amrita Performing Arts, Phnom Penh
Him Sophy School of Music, Phnom Penh
Royal University of Fine Arts, Phnom Penh

SUPPORTERS
Ministry of Culture, Taiwan (R.O.C.)

Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Australian Embassy in Cambodia 

U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh 
Cambodia Film Commission 

Narrowcasters 
Roar Footage

Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts, Cambodia

DONORS
Founding Circle

	 Anne H. Bass	 Charley Todd
	 John Burt	 Darren Walker
	 Liz Keating	 C. Dana White
	 Mary K. Read	 Lily Johnson White

Partners
Anonymous Donor

Michael and Margherita Baldwin
Olivia Bernard

Henry and Kathleen Chalfant
Calder Classics

Paul Critchlow and Patty McCormick

Debra Fram and Eric Schwartz
Craig Harwood and Tim Saternow

Cheryl Henson
Debby and Rocco Landesman

Jonathan Lee
Al Munzer and Joel Wind

Agnes and Bill Peelle
Ken Pelletier and Amanda Lao

Graham Savage and Elise Orenstein
Stephanie and Brian Spector

Potter Stewart and Robin Stern
Peter M. Thall 
Alison Van Dyk

Alec and Anne White

Sustainers
	 Laurie Beckelman 	 Cliff Landesman 
	 and Michael Horst	 Carolyn and
	 R. Kelley Bonn	 Michael Malcolm
	 Laurie Burt	 Suzanne and
	 Helaine and Paul Cantor	 Anthony Maple-Brown
	 Carey Graeber	 John and Lou Ratte
	 and Andrew Kozinn 	 Kim Beede Soule
	 Nerou Cheng	 Bob and Gail Walker
	 Beni Chhun	 Barry and Elsa Waxman
	 Patrick and Mary Fowles	 Peter Weiss Foundation
	 Anthony Illiano	 Suzie and
	 Kevin Jennings 	 Fred Winthrop 
	 and Jeff Davis	

Host Circle
We would like to sincerely thank our dedicated Hosts 

who helped support our fundraising efforts and 
ensured we were able to engage audience and  

communities around this important piece.
Alberta Arthurs
R. Kelley Bonn

Cindy and Jon Calder
Henry and Kathleen Chalfant

Rachel Cooper
Mally and James Cox-Chapman

Marsha Gordon and Javier García-Torres
Cheryl Hendon
Kevin Jennings

Liz Keating
Deborah Landesman

Carolyn and Michael Malcolm
Steve Miller

Al Munzer and Joel Wind
Shanny Peer

Stan Rosenzweig and Lauri Union
Stephanie and Brian Spector

Potter Stewart and Robin Stern
Edwin and Joan Tiffany

Alec and Anne White
Dana and Gregory White

Marion Wingfield
Suzie and Fred Winthrop
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HowlRound.com

A free and open platform for theatre-makers worldwide that 
amplifies progressive, disruptive ideas about the art form 
and facilitates connection between diverse practitioners.

HowlRound

JOURNAL    LATINX THEATRE COMMONS    HOWLROUND TV    WORLD THEATRE MAP

In the classroom—where we not 
only encounter but commit to  
shaping young voices and visions—
we still rely on plays in 
which women are 
underrepresented.
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- Katherine McGerr, “It Starts in the Classroom:  
Approaching Gender Parity through Actor Training”

The World Theatre Map is a user-generated 
directory and real-time map of the global 

theatre community.
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Leadership Circle ($50,000+)
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Barr Foundation 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation
Fresh Sound Foundation
The Klarman Family Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Surdna Foundation

Legacy Circle ($10,000–$49,999)
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
The Godfrey Hotel
Liberty Mutual Foundation
New England Foundation for the Arts
Roche Bros.
Shubert Foundation
Theodore Edson Parker Foundation

Marquee Society ($1,500–$9,999)
Association of Performing Arts Presenters 
BPS Arts Expansion Fund at EdVestors
Fellowes Athenaeum Trust
Massachusetts Cultural Council 
Theatre Communications Group

Friends of ArtsEmerson ($50–$1,499)
The Irish Consulate 
Massport++ 
Salon Monet++

Foundations, Government & Corporations

Joan Bok
Ted Cutler (dec.)
Alison Fox and  

Marc Reinganum

Deirdre Girard
Marian Godfrey
Naomi Gordon
Joan Lancourt

Jackie Liebergott
Jacqui Lindsay
Tony Pangaro
M. Lee Pelton

Ted and Mary Wendell
Marillyn Zacharis

Founders Council

M. Lee Pelton,  
President, Emerson College

Ted Cutler (1931–2017),  
Champion & Grand Supporter of ArtsEmerson

Leadership Circle 
($50,000+)

Ted and Mary Wendell+
Marillyn Zacharis+

Legacy Circle  
($10,000–$49,999)

Alison Fox and  
Marc Reinganum

Hershey Family 
Foundation

Alyce and Patrick Lee++
Fred Lowery++
David and Joan Maxwell+
Valentine Talland and 

Nagesh Mahanthappa+

Marquee Society  
($1,500–$9,999)

Evelyne and Paul 
Alexander++

Marianne Bonnard
Hilary and Philip Burling+
Mary Darmstaetter
Ruth Davidson and  

Emily Sherwood
Howard Elkus (dec.)
Marian Godfrey and 

Thomas Gardner+
Barbara Lemperly Grant 

and Frederic Grant
Alvin and Barbara Krakow
Drs. Lynne and Sidney 

Levitsky 
Jackie and Harvey 

Liebergott+
Jacqui Lindsay
David and Kathy Maister
Michael and Therese 

Miles++ 
Joan Moynagh and  

Adam Sholley+
Janet and David Offensend
Anthony and Creelea 

Pangaro+
Barbara Resnek
Daniel and Julia Rinehart
Michael and Judy 

Rogers+

Friends of ArtsEmerson  
($50–$1,499)

Anonymous (4)+
Akiba Abaka+
Jonathan Abbott and 

Shari Malyn

Morton Abromson and 
Joan Nissman

John Achatz and  
Mary Farrell

Levi Adams
Pam and Robert Adams++ 
Dr. Lillian Ain
Andre Alexander++ 
Angela Allen++ 
Earlene and Danilo 

Avalon++ 
Eric Baatz
Bonnie Baggesen and 

Ann-Marie Raymond+
Robert Berens
Judy Ann Bigby
Susan Bigger and  

Kevin Belanger
Joan and Mark Bloom
Edward Boesel
Joan Bok+
David G. Breen
Sara Brookner
Cherie Butts
Shelby J. Cabral++ 
Edward Cardoza
Hsiu-Lan Chang
Julianne Charles++ 
Kathleen Chartener 
Kevin and Petrina 

Cherry++ 
Koren Christensen and 

Nancy King
Howard Cohen
Kenneth and Virginia 

Colburn
Tee Chung Constant 
Lawrence and Nancy 

Coolidge
Ernie Cormier 
Ted Cutler (dec.)+
Belden and Pamela 

Daniels
Marla Daniels
Martha DasSarma
Terry O. Decima
Connie Demkowicz 
Virginia Dodge
David Dower and  

Denise Stephenson
Mark Driscoll
Marie Dumornay
Christine M. Dunn
Catherine Edwards 
Mark Elenko
Elizabeth Farmer 

Mary Jean Farrington
Paul Feldon
Mitchison/Field Family
Dr. Jeffrey Forgosh
Anne Forsyth
Wendy Fox and Al Larkin+
Felice Frankel
Moises Gelrud
David Genser
Kinzie Gensler
Richard Geoffroy
David Gergen++ 
Glenda Gibson 
Serena Gibson
Bob and Donna Gittens
Ellen Glanz and  

Richard Berger
Lenore Glaser 
Lynn Goldsmith
Naomi Gordon
Jeffrey Greenhawt
Teri Groome-Kucheman
Barbara and Steve 

Grossman
Gary Grossman
Jay Hanflig and  

Donna Sinden
Thomas Hanold and 

Marnie Bolstad
Joyce Harrison
Carolyn Golden 

Hebsgaard and Poul 
Hebsgaard

Paul Hogan 
Judith Holoway
Christine Hughes
Michael Hunter and  

Paula Leca
Kimmie Jackson++ 
Margaret Jacobson-Sive
Jamie Jaffe
Terence Janericco
Hubert Jones++ 
Mitch Jones
Myechia Jordan++ 
Pamela Kaufmann
Daniel Keating
Mary Keating
Omar Khudari
Elena Kingsland
Robert Kleinberg
Andrew Koppel
Yuriko Kuwabara and 

Sunny Dzik
Lydia Lafionatis 
Joan Lancourt (in-kind)+

Emily Lautch 
Rebecca Lee
Susan Lester 
Howard Levy
Robert Livingston++ 
Chris Lowey
Leanne MacDonald
Mary Jane MacGoey
Donna MacLeod
Thomas Mancuso
Michele Manting 
Kim Roger McCant
Mary Jane McGoey 
Margaret McKenna
Richard McLaughry
Ann McQueen
Lalise Melillo
Jonathan Miller+
Lee Mistretta
Valerie Mosley 
Michael Murphy 
Eileen Murray
John Murray
Siobhan Murray
Mary O’Connor
Suzanne Oesterreicher
Ellen J. and Thomas H. 

O’Flaherty
Jaylyn Olivo and Dale 

Flecker
Richard O’Neill
Rob and Pam Orchard
Robert Panessiti
John Parisi
Lowell Partridge
Suzanne and Bob Petrucci
Galina Podgoretsky
Trevor Pollack
Jane Preston and  

Michael Muller
Bruce Price
Suzanne Priebatsch
Bernard and Sue Pucker+
Diane Quinn
Paul Rabin 
Nancy Rappaport
Amelie Ratliff
William S. and Katharine 

Reardon
Charles Rendeiro
Suzanne Ricco
Mark Rivinus
Elaine Robins
Charlotte Robinson
Barbara Rodriguez
Howard Rogut

Michael Roitman and 
Emily Karstetter

Dr. Aisha Francis Samuels 
and Clayton Samuels

Joanne Zervas Sattley
M. K. Schaefer
Barry Schaudt
Linda and Harold Schwartz
Stephen Schwartz
Darryl Settles
Eileen and Stanley 

Shaffran
John Shane+
Marci Shaw
Patricia Sheehan
Candelaria Silva-Collins
Jill and David Silverstein
Mary Slavet
Deirdre Smith++ 
Shelby Smither++ 
Elizabeth Sobelle 
Marvin Sparrow 
Norman and Sue Stahl
Penny Storey
Quita and Mark Sullivan
Patricia Suzman
Lisbeth Tarlow
Diana Taylor
Ann Teixeira
Alexander Tetradze
Kim Thornton++ 
Drs. Robert and Shari 

Thurer+
Mary Todesco
Magdalena Tosteson
Eugene Vernikovskiy
Jean Walsh
Sandra and Barnet 

Weinstein
Judith Weiss 
Dr. Jaan Whitehead
Terry and David Wilkins++ 
Sabrina and Rob Williams
Ros Winsor
Naomi Wolf
Steven A. Yakutis and 

Guy Pugh 
Ellen Ziskind

+ �Donors to the World On 
Stage Fund

++ �Donors to the Gaining 
Ground Fund

Individuals

The donor listing reflects all gifts of $50+ received between July 1, 2016–October 15, 2017. Our deepest thanks to all who have  
generously contributed gifts in support of ArtsEmerson. Every gift matters!

SPECIAL THANKS
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I am inspired to give  
to ArtsEmerson because  

I really believe that  
it gives people a voice. 

Their artists reflect  
a culture and reflect a point 

of view that we wouldn’t  
see without them.

- Fred Lowery,
ArtsEmerson Donor

“

“
EMERSON PARAMOUNT CENTER 

ROBERT J. ORCHARD STAGE  
EMERGENCY EXITS

Facebook / Twitter / Instagram: @ArtsEmerson ArtsEmerson.org / 617.824.8400

MAKE YOUR GI FT TODAY

ArtsEmerson strives to put global diversity on the stage and screen, and local di
audience so we can advance our civic unity through a shared experience of art. 
to the region that would otherwise not be seen here from leading artists across the g
out of our own backyard. And we create dialogue across our differences among those arti
and our audiences.

If you would like to join the growing community of donors who make that possib
love to have you! One hundred percent of your gift supports getting the work to the 
keeping our programs accessible for all our neighbors.

For more information on ArtsEmerson’s giving program, please contact Ben W
Benjamin_Walsh@emerson.edu.

EMERSON PARAMOUNT CENTER ROBERT J. ORCHARD 
STAGE AND JACKIE LIEBERGOTT BLACK BOX 

EMERGENCY EXITS

BLACK BOX

STAGE

ORCHESTRA

BALCONY

ONLINE 
ArtsEmerson.org

BY MAIL 
ArtsEmerson         ::          Attn: Ben  Walsh 
120 Boylston Street   ::    Boston, MA 02116

BY PHONE 
617.824.3007

TOGETHER WE CREATE A THRIVING WORLD

Fred envisions a thriving world, and so do we. Join us as we make our vision a reality.  
Please consider us in your end of year giving.

TO GIVE:



22	 ArtsEmerson: 2017/18 Season	 Bangsokol

OUR LANDMARK VENUES

Emerson Cutler Majestic Theatre
Built in 1903 as the second performance venue in Boston’s historic Theatre District, the 
Cutler Majestic Theatre is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The venue was 
purchased by Emerson College in 1983 and magnificently restored through the support of 
Ted and Joan Benard-Cutler in 2003. It combines state-of-the-art theatre facilities with Old 
World charm, serving the Boston community by showcasing first-class performing arts in its 
exquisite 1,200-seat auditorium.

Emerson Paramount Center
The Emerson Paramount Center is a comprehensive performing arts hub, including three 
venues serving the public: the 565-seat Robert J. Orchard Stage, the 125-seat Jackie 
Liebergott Black Box, and the 170-seat Bright Family Screening Room. Originally a 1930s 
cinema palace, The Paramount was one of the first movie houses in the city to screen film 
with synchronized sound. Recognized as a Boston Historic Landmark, it remained closed for 
three decades before being entrusted to Emerson College to restore in lively Art Deco style, 
reopening to the public in 2010. 

OUR HISTORY

ArtsEmerson is the professional presenting and producing organization of the Office of the 
Arts at Emerson College. Founded by Robert J. Orchard in 2010, ArtsEmerson identified gaps 
in the Boston cultural landscape and created an arts institution intentionally designed to fill 
them. By December of 2013, WBUR critic Ed Siegel cited ArtsEmerson in his annual “Best of” 
round-up, noting: “In four short years, [they] have established ArtsEmerson as one of 
the most important cultural institutions in New England.” In both 2012 and 2015, Boston 
Magazine named ArtsEmerson “Best Theatre in Boston.” ArtsEmerson is currently led 
by Artistic Director David Dower and Executive Director David C. Howse. 

ABOUT ARTSEMERSON

ArtsEmerson is Boston’s leading presenter of contemporary world theatre. We are dedicated 
to engaging all communities through stories that reveal and deepen our connection to each 
other. By cultivating diversity in the art and in the audience, we ignite public conversation 
around our most vexing societal challenges as a catalyst for overcoming them. 

We are committed to welcoming everyone into our landmark venues, located in Boston’s 
downtown Theatre District, for a diverse program of contemporary theatre, film and music 
from around our city and around our world. In addition, ArtsEmerson engages in a range  
of community partnerships and produces a series of initiatives that make visible the rich  
diversity of cultural activity in our region. These programs are core to our mission and  
express our commitment to our civic responsibility to create a more cohesive society.
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LEADERSHIP

DAVID C. HOWSE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

David C. Howse joined ArtsEmerson as executive director in 2015, and is fiscally 
and administratively responsible for multiple cultural venues in Downtown Boston. 
Prior he served as executive director of Boston Children’s Chorus, where he was 
instrumental in helping grow BCC from a pilot project serving 20 kids in 2003 to a 
vibrant organization educating more than 500 singers in 12 choirs in 5 locations. 
David earned the Social Innovation Forum Achievement Award (Root Cause) and 
was included in the “40 Under 40” (Boston Business Journal). He serves in many 
capacities in the community, including as a trustee for Forbes House Museum; on 
the board of corporators for Eastern Bank; the board of Associated Grant Makers; 
the boards of directors for Chorus America and the Social Innovation Forum; on 
the board of overseers for the Museum of Fine Arts; the advisory council for the 
New England Foundation for the Arts; and as a member of the corporation of the 
Community Music Center of Boston. David earned degrees from Bradley University 
(Peoria, IL) and New England Conservatory of Music (Boston, MA) and is a  
graduate of Harvard Business School’s Next Generation Executive Leadership 
Program. He teaches at the Institute of Nonprofit Practice. Originally from  
Murfreesboro, TN, he resides in Milton, MA. Twitter: @dchowse

DAVID DOWER 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
David Dower joined ArtsEmerson as director of artistic programs in 2012 and was 
named artistic director in 2015. He is also co-founder and a contributing editor to 
HowlRound. Prior, he served as associate artistic director of Arena Stage  
(Washington, D.C.); and founded and served as artistic director of The Z Space 
Studio and co-founded and served as co-artistic director of The Z Collective (San 
Francisco, CA). With ArtsEmerson he directed Daniel Beaty’s Mr. Joy and Breath 
and Imagination, Melinda Lopez’s Mala, Baritones UnBound, and Maurice Hines’s 
Tappin’ Through Life. Dower earned the Inclusive Excellence Award (Emerson  
College); was a Gerbode Fellow (Gerbode Foundation); was named “MVP of  
Bay Area Theater” (San Francisco Chronicle); and was a Policy Fellow (National  
Endowment for the Arts). He studied at New York University’s Tisch School of the 
Arts, American University (Washington, D.C.) and Universidad Nacional Autonoma 
de Mexico. Originally from Westerly, RI, David resides in Boston’s Dorchester  
neighborhood. Twitter: @ddower
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ADMINISTRATION
Christina Harrington...................Director of Business Operations
Rebecca A. Frank.....................License and Contract Manager
Tareena D. Darbe................................Operations Manager and  

Executive Administrator
Donfaye Meminger....................................... Business Manager 
Fatimah Mateen...........................................Company Manager 

DEVELOPMENT
​Ben Walsh................. Sr. Manager of Development Operations
Sara Brookner...........................Foundation Relations Manager 
Courtney Roberts......................................Development Fellow

PRODUCTION
Scott Wallace.......................................Sr. Production Manager
Michael Murphy............................................Technical Director 
Ari Herzig.....................................................Lighting Supervisor
Stuart Beacham..............................................Audio Supervisor
Zak Fayssoux.......................... Associate Production Manager  
Lizzie Mason.....................................Production Administrator
Craig Allen......................................Assistant Audio Supervisor
Louis Kreienkamp......................Assistant Lighting Supervisor
Michelle Guan...............................Assistant Technical Director 
Herb Nipson......................................Screening Room Manager
Jeff Macfarlane..........................Paramount Studio Supervisor 
John Borecki..................................................... Events Manager
Dacia Samilo.......................... Lighting and Projections Fellow 
Chris Sutton............................................................Audio Fellow
Matt West................................... Carpentry and Rigging Fellow 

ENGAGEMENT
Akiba Abaka...........................Audience Development Manager 
Kevin Becerra............................ Artistic Engagement Manager 
Nicole Olusanya.............................. Special Initiatives Manager

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
Jennifer Falk............Director of Marketing & Communications 
Anya Prudente.......................Sr. Manager of Creative Services 
Ryan Walsh.............Marketing and Communications Manager 
Marisa Young.................................................Website Manager 

BOX OFFICE
Jamie Tressler............................................ Box Office Manager
Kieran Fallon.............................Associate Box Office Manager
Melissa Federico.......................Associate Box Office Manager
Brittany Collins.......................... Assistant Box Office Manager

GUEST EXPERIENCE
Matthew Harrington....................... Guest Experience Manager
Mark Wallace................. Assistant Guest Experience Manager 

HOWLROUND
Jamie Gahlon............................................ Sr. Creative Producer
Vijay Mathew.................................................Cultural Strategist 
Ramona Ostrowski..................................... Associate Producer 
J.D. Stokely...................................................HowlRound Fellow

CONSULTANTS
Farber Law/Andrew Farber, Esq., 
   Daniel Haley, Esq., David Manella..................... Legal Counsel
Motor Media/Ami Bennitt...................................................Press
Dream Big/Patrice D. Cleaves................................... Advertising
Capacity Interactive/Erik Gensler
   Jane Whitty, Nancy Alligood,  
   Anya Richkind ............................................. Digital Advertising
Ben Henry.................................................................Copy Editing 

	 David Dower 	 David C. Howse 
	 Artistic Director 	 Executive Director

	 Bonnie J Baggesen	 Wayne McWorter 
	 General Manager	 Sr. Director of Marketing, Communications & Audience Services

Rob Orchard 
Founder and Creative Consultant

STAFF
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PART-TIME STAFF

Vladimir Alcindor, Lillian Anderson, Ryan Anderson, Lauren Audette, Daniel Axe, Danielle Babineau, Megan Bachant, Kathryn 
Ballinger, Kevin Barnett, Victoria Barry, Kenneth Bayliss, Jennifer Bertha, Daniel Biser, James Blaszko, Meghan Boehmer, 
Timothy Boland, Amanda Bowman, Alex Brandt, Joel Brandwine, Matthew Breton, Keturah Brewster, Meredith Brown, Jeremy 
Browne, Olivia Brownlee, Renee Brungard, Todd Burgun, Rebecca Butler, Thomas Cahill, Gregory Carlson, Jennifer Carlson, 
Tyler Catanella, Toby Chandler, Brian Choinski, Benjamin Clark, Margaret Clark, Gillian Clarke-Moon, Michael Cline, Juliet 
Cocca, Emily Coffey, Aaron Cohen, Bridget Collins, Thomas Coltman, Barbara Conlon, Evey Connerty-Marin, Henry Cooper, 
Kristen Corman, Samuel Cournyn, Miranda Craigwell, Meghan Crimmins, Emily Elizabeth Crochetiere, Taylor Crouch, Jaimie 
Curran, Annemarie Curro, Joseph Cusella, Emily Damron, Rebecca David, Ian Deleon, William Delorm, Adriana Depalma, Steven 
Deptula, Rebecca Der, Robert Dew, Avari Dotten-Williams, Meghan Dowd, Chloe Dubois, Graham Edmondson, Jeffrey Eichert, 
Timothy Ellis, Catrin Evans, Robert Farrell, Tacuma Fenton, Anthony Fiorillo, Brian Fitzgerald, Elizabeth Fitzpatrick, Jamika 
Flemon, Nancy Flessas, David Foley, Dylan Foley, Jason Fyrberg, Charles J. Gargano, James Garner, Lucas Garrity, Robert 
Genser, Lauren Glover, Jeremy Goldenberg, Paul Goodwin, Andrea Gordon, Renee Goudreau, Kathleen Graves, Max Grebe, 
Xoland Green, Justin Griffith-Silverman, Alysha Griffiths, Lisa Guild, Joseph Guthman, Florentina Gutierrez, Scott Hadley, Justin 
Hamblen, Gregory Hanawalt, Mykael Harrigan, Andrew Harrington, Daniel Harrison, Alisa Hartle, Kristin Hayes, Eric Heikkila, 
Lynn Heinemann, Laura A. Hildebrand, Allison Hill, Emily W. Hogue, Amanda Holt, Matthew Houstle, Stephanie Howell, Jesse 
Hoyer, Kcarie L. Ingerson, Brett Israel, Jhair James, Deniel Jentzen, David S. Jewett, Nathaniel W. Jewett, Kate Johnson, Daniel 
Jones, Luke Mallory Jones, Abigail Jordan, Patrick Jordan, Adrianne Jorge, Sarah Karten, Ryan Kasle, Hamson Kay, Kathryn 
Kell, Shane Kier, Ian King, Margaret Koerber, Caitlin Kolson, Karen Kosko, David Koslovsky, Pimhatai Koslowsky, Maxwell Kraft, 
Andrew Kramer, Christopher Kurtz, Susanna Labowitz, Natalie Lachall, Kyle Lampe, Richard Lamura, Evan Landry, Peter Lanza, 
Chris Largent, Mary Lauve, Samantha Layco, Frederick Lazar, Martha Linskey, Keelia Liptak, Margaret Lorinczi, Karen Loughlin, 
Martin Lynch, Amie Lytle, Meredith Magoun, Steven Manifold, Alanna Maniscalco, Rebecca Marsh, Michael Marshall, Eusevio 
Martinez, Matthew Martino, Brian Masters, Lauren Mattingly, Jason Maul, Helen McCarthy, E. McCoy, Daniel McDaniel, Garrett 
McEntee, Martha McIntosh, Matthew Meeds, Vinca Merriman, Courtney Miller, Richard Mochi, Susana Monocousky, Devin P. 
Mooney, Kathryn Most, Amanda Mujica, Leland Mulder, Skye Murie, Benjamin Murray, Kathryn Nakaji, Maura Neff, Alexander 
Neumann, Eric Norris, Margaret Norris, Temi Ogunbodede, Jeremy Ogungbadero, Kirsten Opstad, Cara Pacifico, Elizabeth 
Panneton, Joseph Parello, Kendall Paul, John Pelletier, Alexander Phillips, Joseph Pisano, Andy Pita, Jessica Pizzuti, Douglas 
Pouliot, Michelle Reiss, Johnson Remy, Alma Reyes, Clara Rhee, Kaleigh Richards, Cherie L. Rivers, Stephanie Rodemann, 
Dorothea Rodgers, Ricardo Roman, Blanca Rosas, Lisa Rose, Emily Rosser, Jessica Rosso, Brian Rothschild, Josh Rowe, Brian 
Samuels, Cassie Samuels, David Sanderson, Darren Sanon, Lauren Scattolini, Nicholas Schmalensee, Lukas Schooler, Jeffrey 
Schwefel, Kathleen Shanahan, Brian Shaw, Seth Shaw, Meredith Sibley, Benjamin Sigda, Anthony Simonetti, Carl Skovgaard, 
Erik Skovgaard, Matthew Sloan, Lindsey Snyder, Michael Soldati, Kerk Soursourian, Joshua Staines, Michael Stanton, Leah 
Stegeman, Martha Stout, Alix Strasnick, Julie Streeter, Isabel Swartz, Victoria Sweetser, Jacqueline Swisshelm, Christopher 
Talbot, Evan Tarmy, Kyleigh Taylor, Joella Tepper, Lukas D. Theodossiou, Grace Ellen Thompson, Kevin Thurber, Jennifer 
Timms, Nicholas P. Tosches, Joel Turnham, Aylin Unsal, Haley Vigil, Justin S. Vining, Amber Voner, Daniel F. Walsh, Brian 
Warner, Rachel Watts, Michael Wellman, Matthew West, Kenneth Westhassel, Matthew Whiton, Lindsey Wiesman, Andrew Will, 
Chelsea Williams, Raylisa Williams, Sybil Williams, Brian Willis, Jeffrey Wilson, Robert Wilson, Charles Wise, Emily Witt, Irene 
Yee, Edward Young, Malcom Young, Samuel Zeiberg

Oluwaseun 
Afolayan

Katharine Allen
Mary Allendorph
Jennie Anisimov
Paola Tristan 

Arruda
Maria Antonieta 

Astudillo 
Tara Balan
Rafael Barraza
Victoria E. 

Bartkavage
Jessica Begin 
Elizabeth Avery 

Berg
Emily Blodgett 
Nico Bonanno 
Simone Bordage
Benjamin 

Bradley-Gilbert 
Samson E. 

Brody
Rachel Brunner
Sam Caballero 
Grace Cadogan 
Caroline Carr
Joseph Carter
Kelsi Carter

Cristina Casas 
Samuel Chase
Daniel Clemens 
Georgina Coffey 
Kira Compton 
Elizabeth Costey 
Meghan Cotoni 
Timothee 

Courouble
Sebastian Crank
Shay McKenna 

Denison
William 

D’Epagnier
Amy Patricia 

DePaola
Emma Dunn 
Kendall Edwards
Alexis Ellis-

Alvarez 
Claire Epstein 
Tyler Ericson 
Rachel C. 

Ferrante
Erin Fisher
Devin Mccallion 

Fletcher
Daniel Foner 
Emmett J. Foss

Emily M.  
Frazer-Tully

Sam Geoghegan 
Beth Gilchrist 
Michael Gilchrist 
Evan Gillis 
Mitchell 

Girgasky
Caroline Glass
Jenna Glazier 
Robin Goldberg
Nicole Gonzalez
Grace Goodell 
Elizabeth Gordon 
Krystyana 

Greaves
Kayla Griffin
Renee Gros 
Katelyn Guerin
Gemma 

Guerrazzi 
Joseph Gurkan 
Sarah Haber 
Lauren Hardt 
Jade Hebling
Katherine 

Hildebrant 
Katryna N. 

Hogan

Surrey Houlker 
Trevor Howell 
Gennaro Ilaria 
Natasha Pricilla 

Ishak
Joshua Jackson
Erin Paris Jaibur
Harrison Jeffs 
Emeralde  

Jensen-
Roberts

Daniel Johnson-
Carter 

Maheen Kazim
Hannah Kelly 
Michael Kiaunis
Amanda Kochey
Mary Krantz
Samantha 

Landau 
Andrew Lemos
Michael Levine 
Willa Lilly 
Alex Lin 
Hannah Lustine 
Ava Maag
Allison Michelle 

MacLean
Isabel Macomber 

Karla Maddy 
Marybeth Makara
Christopher 

Mallamaci 
Ashmita Malkani 
Avery Mann
Alexandria 

Martinez 
Victoria 

Masteller
Kianna Maynard 
Owen Meadows 
Kelly McClintock 
Sofia Alvarado 

Mendoza
Devereaux Marie 

Merchant
Alyssa Mignone
Alexis Mikulski
Jessica Morris 
Benjamin 

Mueller 
Colette Nakase
Keely O’Connell
Danielle Onorio 
Alicia Ortiz 
Sabrina Ortiz
Kimberlee 

Pearson 

Dayna Peck
Sydney Post
Jonah Puskar 
Renee Richard
Lily Richards
Nina Rodriguez
Ana Rosal
Mia Rosenfeld 
Trisdon Runnels
Amy Russo 
Madison St. 

Amour 
Carolina Saverin 
Patrick Scanlon 
Christina Maria 

Scherban
Willa Segar-Reid 
Audrey Seraphin 
Derek Siegel
Sydney Skora 
Kayla Smith
Samuel 

Solomon
Nicholas Sparks
Lauren Squier 
Zachary Eli 

Stetson
Destini Stewart
Samuel Swagert 

Mariah Terry
Chelsey Thomas
Nicholas 

Tsangaris
Brian Vlasak 
Audrey 

Vonborstel
Dylan Walton
Emma Weeks 
Nathan S. 

Weinreich
Kimberly 

Wilborn
Ashley Yung
Molly Zalman 
Danielle Leigh 

Zappi
Brendan G. 

Zinser 
Marni Zipper

EMERSON STUDENT EMPLOYEES 

STAFF


