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John Stulz plays viola with Ensemble Intercontemporain in Paris, France and is 
the founding co-artistic director of VIVO Music Festival in Columbus, Ohio.  

As a member of Ensemble Intercontemporain, John is devoted to creating the 
future of music while preserving the tradition of the 20th century avant garde. 
The ensemble works closely with the world’s leading composers, performing 
regularly at the Philharmonie de Paris, in major concert halls across Europe, and 
on tour throughout the world. 

John has performed as a guest with similar minded new music groups such as 
Klangforum Wien (Austria), Ensemble Modern (Germany), Omnibus Ensemble 
(Uzbekistan), Metropolis Ensemble (New York) and Talea Ensemble (New York). In 
2007, John founded What’s Next? Ensemble in Los Angeles with the conductor 
Vimbayi Kaziboni, which the pair ran for seven years presenting the music of 
over 75 southern California composers alongside masterpieces from the 20th 
Century.  



In 2015, John founded the VIVO Music Festival in Columbus, Ohio along with 
childhood friends Siwoo Kim (violin and co-artistic director) and Ted Ou-Yang 
(executive director). Each year, VIVO brings together from 12-15 young 
professional musicians to explore new ways of bringing classical and 
contemporary music into their home community. 

As a teacher, John works regularly with students at the Écoles d’Art Américaines 
de Fontainebleau, the Lucerne Festival Academy and Alumni, IRCAM's 
ManiFeste Academy, the Conservatoire Nationale Supérieur de Musique et de 
Danse de Paris, and the Decoda Skidmore Chamber Music Institute. In addition, 
he has given masterclasses and lectures at Oberlin Conservatory, Bard College 
Conservatory of Music, the State Conservatory of Tashkent and the 
Conservatoire du Grand Besançon. An extended interview by Anne Lanzilotti 
with John about his approach to contemporary  music performance was featured 
in the Journal of The American Viola Society (Fall 2017).  

Prior to joining Ensemble Intercontemporain in 2015, John was a fellow of 
Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble ACJW and holds degrees from the University of 
Southern California and the New England Conservatory. John’s teachers include 
Donald McInnes, Kim Kashkashian, Roland and Almita Vamos, and Garth Knox. 


