
  

 
MARIEL ROBERTS / CELLIO 

Trailblazing” cellist Mariel Roberts (Feast of Music) is widely recognized as a 
deeply dedicated interpreter of contemporary music. Recent performances have 
garnered praise for her “technical flair and exquisite sensitivity” (American 
Composers Forum), as well as her ability to “couple youthful vision with startling 
maturity”. (InDigest Magazine). Roberts' work emphasizes expanding the 
technical and expressive possibilities of her instrument through close 
relationships with innovative performers and composers of her generation. Her 
passion for collaboration and experimentation has led her to premiere hundreds 
of new works by both emerging and established artists.  

Roberts has appeared as a soloist and chamber musician across four continents, 
most notably as a member of the Mivos Quartet,  Wet Ink Ensemble, 
International Contemporary Ensemble, and Ensemble Signal. She performs 
regularly on major stages for new music such as the Lincoln Center Festival 
(NYC), Wien Modern (Austria), Lucerne Festival(Switzerland), Cervantino Festival 
(Mexico), Klang Festival (Denmark), Shanghai New Music Week (China), 
Darmstadt Internationalen Ferienkurse für Neue Musik (Germany), and 



Aldeburgh Music Festival (UK). Roberts has been featured as a chamber 
musician on recordings for Innova, Albany Records, New World Records, New 
Amsterdam, Carrier Records, New Focus, and Urtext Records.    

Mariel has released two solo albums, "nonextraneous sounds" and 
"Cartography", to critical acclaim. About "nonextraneous sounds", New York's 
WQXR radio wrote: “By playing a program this well-curated, with this much 
confidence, precision and good old-fashioned muscle, Roberts is not so much 
"making a statement," artistically speaking, as she is sounding an alarm. 
Listeners should come running.” 

“There was some hand-wringing in recent years over the future of new music, 
going something like this: With no dominant musical paradigm to rebel against, 
will today's young composers lack a certain edge? Won't they lose focus, now 
that eclecticism is the order of the day 

Cellist Mariel Roberts's solo debut, "Nonextraneous Sounds," demonstrates that 
any such anxieties were, to put it mildly, misplaced. The music on this disc, by a 
range of rising young composers, is nothing short of gripping from the first note 
to the last, and it's thanks largely to the intense focus of these highly individual 
musicians.” WQXR


