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Turkish-American violinist, Zeynep Alpan, started studying the violin at the age 
of 5 as part of her music therapy treatment for her diagnosis of speech delay 
and Auditory Processing Disorder. Immediately after being introduced to the 
violin, Zeynep began to speak and following a year and a half of violin studies, 
she had her first solo appearance with Vivaldi’s A minor Violin Concerto, after 
winning the Peabody Concerto Competition. 

As a soloist, chamber, and orchestral musician, Zeynep has appeared in a myriad 
of venues such as Carnegie Hall, Royal Albert Hall, and the Kennedy Center 
Concert Hall. She has performed as a soloist with orchestras such as the Istanbul 
State Symphony Orchestra, the National Philharmonic, the Aspen Music Festival 
and School and the Juilliard Orchestra. Future engagements include performing 
with the Presidential Symphony Orchestra of Turkey for their upcoming USA 
Tour. 

With a passion for teaching, Zeynep is a New York Philharmonic Teaching Artist 
and a Morse Teaching Artist partnering with New York City Schools. She also 



leads a String Ensemble program at the Nord Anglia International School New 
York and is a teacher and mentor at the Music Advancement Program at the 
Juilliard School. 

As a producer, Zeynep has produced a multitude of events ranging from 
performances, workshops and lectures. In 2019, Zeynep co-founded a non-profit 
production center, Artemp, INC. Under this non-profit organization, she has 
founded and is co-director of the Turkish-American Cultural Laboratory (TACL). 
TACL is targeted towards the cultural integration of the Turkish and American 
cultures through the contemporary arts with three main components: Education, 
Performance, and Innovation. Through a series of educational programs 
(including an Academy at Bilkent University in summer 2020), various 
interdisciplinary performances, cultural events and a label producing newly 
commissioned contemporary works, TACL has established a dialogue that 
mutually benefits these countries and enriches their communities. 

Zeynep is the first prize winner in many competitions, some of which include the 
Juilliard Concerto Competition, the Dorothy DeLay Competition and the 
National Philharmonic Competition. In 2015, Zeynep was awarded the Ataturk 
Youth Achievement Award by the Ataturk Society of America. Since 2017, 
Zeynep has been a violinist of The Montclair Orchestra. Zeynep is currently 
pursuing her master’s degree at the Juilliard School under the Ahmet Ertegun 
Scholarship with Professor Naoko Tanaka. 


